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27 January 2016 

 

Dear Parents 

 
Last year, two of our pupils made a one day trip to Auschwitz on the understanding that they would 

share their experiences with the School at a later date.  That time came in Chapel yesterday as we 

observed the Holocaust Memorial day as a community.  Their recollection of the visit, as they spoke to 

the School, was as if they had been last week and not some months ago.  Their first-hand account was 

deeply moving and provided a powerful message to the pupils on how we must learn from history. 

 

Chapel services are an important feature of School life which allow both the maintenance, and the 

measure, of the mood of the School community.  In contrast to the sombre lesson we heard yesterday, 

the pupils will hear a talk by representatives from Diabetes UK on Thursday which will act as an 

enlightening prelude to the Own Clothes Day which will raise money for their valuable work. 

 

As the inspection visit continues apace, my thanks to all of you who responded to the pre-inspection 

questionnaire, particularly with such a short time-frame set by the Inspectorate.  We will look forward to 

reading the final report which will, of course, be published to you in several weeks’ time.  The delay is 

usual, and is due to the authoring process that occurs once the inspection visit is completed. 

 

I am pleased to report that the U14 basketball team have been crowned as County Champions and that 

the U15 rugby team has progressed through a tricky tie against Uppingham to reach the last eight of the 

national knockout.  In badminton, Elizabeth Hambling won both the singles and doubles County 

Championships at U17 level whilst Mark Cheng has qualified for the British Youth Fencing 

Championship.  Our U14 girls lost a very close game against Sevenoaks in their national play-off but we 

remain very proud of their efforts.  The U16 boys’ hockey team won the County Cup and there were 

many good results in the varied matches in the routine sporting fixtures.  Whilst it is lovely to write of 

these many, and laudable successes, the most important aspects of our sporting, and wider co-

curricular programme are the way that the pupils conduct themselves and the extent to which they 

develop a life-long love of their chosen pursuits. 

 

This week we are running our subject information morning for Fifth Form to enable them to prepare for 

their Sixth Form choices ahead.  We will be starting at 8.45am in Routh Hall and I hope to see many 

parents of Fifth Form pupils in attendance. 

 

We wish our 1st and U14 teams well in the West Midlands Netball Finals which we are hosting on 

Sunday and the 1st XV are looking forward to their last-16 tie next week.  Physicists leave later this week 

to visit the Centre for European Nuclear Research (CERN), in Switzerland and our pupils are also taking 

part in a Model United Nations event in Hampton. 

 

I will look forward to hearing more of their experiences when they return. 

 
Best wishes 

 
Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 
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